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1. Purpose. This letter establishes the criteria for award and wear of the Sapper tab.

2. Applicability. This policy applies to the Active Army, the Army National Guard of the
United States (ARNGUS), the Army National Guard (ARNG), and the U.S. Army Reserve
(USAR).

3. Proponent and exception authority. The proponent for this policy is the Deputy Chief
of Staff, G–1 (DCS, G–1). The DCS, G–1 is the approval authority for exceptions to this
l e t t e r  t h a t  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o n t r o l l i n g  l a w  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n .  T h i s  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  n o t  b e
delegated.

4. References.
a. Required publications.

(1) AR 600–8–22, Military Awards, dated 25 Feb 95.
( 2 )  A R  6 7 0 – 1 ,  W e a r  a n d  A p p e a r a n c e  o f  A r m y  U n i f o r m s  a n d  I n s i g n i a ,  d a t e d  5  S e p

2003.
b. Related publications. This section contains no entries.

5. Explanations of abbreviations and terms.
a. SSI—shoulder sleeve insignia.
b. BDU—battle dress uniform.
c. AG—Army green.

6. Responsibilities.
a .  T h e  D C S ,  G – 1  w i l l  e x e r c i s e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  A r m y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n  m a t t e r s

c o n c e r n i n g  m i l i t a r y  a w a r d s ,  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  s e n i o r  A r m y  o f f i c i a l  o n  m a t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g
military awards.

b. The Commanding General, U.S. Army Human Resources Command (CG, USA HRC),



w i l l  c o n d u c t  a n d  s u p e r v i s e  a l l  m i l i t a r y  a w a r d  f u n c t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r .  T h e  C G ,
USA HRC will act on behalf of DCS, G–1 when so delegated and directed.

c .  T h e  C o m m a n d a n t ,  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  S c h o o l ,  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b r a n c h  i m p l e m e n t s
this letter.

7 . O v e r v i e w .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o l i c y  w i l l  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  r e v i s i o n  o f  A r m y
Regulation 600–8–22 and AR 670–1, as appropriate.

8. Sapper tab. On 28 June 2004, the Chief of Staff, Army approved the creation of the
Sapper tab.

a .  I n t e n t .  T a b s  a r e  a w a r d e d  t o  U . S .  m i l i t a r y  a n d  c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  f o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y
personnel who qualify as prescribed.

b .  A w a r d  a p p r o v a l  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  C o m m a n d a n t  o f  t h e  U . S .  A r m y  E n g i n e e r  S c h o o l  a n d
the CG, USA HRC are authorized to award the Sapper tab.

c. Basic eligibility criteria. The basic eligibility criteria for award of the Sapper tab is as
follows:

( 1 )  S u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  S a p p e r  l e a d e r s  c o u r s e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  A r m y
Engineer School.

(2) Any person who successfully completes a Sapper leaders course conducted by the
U.S. Army Engineer School, at Fort Leonard Wood, MO.

d. Retroactive award. The Sapper tab may be awarded retroactively to any person who
successfully completed the Sapper Leaders Course on or after 14 June 1985. Retroactive
award requests will be submitted to the Commandant, U.S. Army Engineer School, ATTN:
C o m m a n d e r ,  5 7 7 t h  E n g i n e e r  B a t t a l i o n ,  F o r t  L e o n a r d  W o o d ,  M O  6 5 4 7 3 .  R e t r o a c t i v e
requests for veterans must be forwarded to the National Personnel Records Center, ATTN:
NRPMA-M, 9700 Page Ave., St. Louis, MO 63132-5100.

e .  R e v o c a t i o n .  T h e  S a p p e r  t a b  m a y  b e  r e v o k e d  b y  t h e  C o m m a n d a n t ,  U . S .  A r m y
E n g i n e e r  S c h o o l  o r  t h e  C G ,  U S A  H R C  b a s e d  o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i e l d
c o m m a n d e r  ( C o l  a n d  a b o v e ) ,  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  i f  ( i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h a t
commander) the individual has exhibited a pattern of behavior, lack of proficiency, or duty
p e r f o r m a n c e  t h a t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A r m y .  T h a t  i s ,  a w a r d  o f  t h e
Sapper tab may be revoked for any of the following conditions:

( 1 )  D i s m i s s a l ,  d i s h o n o r a b l e  d i s c h a r g e ,  o r  c o n v i c t i o n  b y  c o u r t s - m a r t i a l  f o r  d e s e r t i o n  i n
time of war.

( 2 )  F a i l u r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  p r e s c r i b e d  s t a n d a r d s  o f  p e r s o n a l  f i t n e s s  a n d  r e a d i n e s s  t o
accomplish missions commensurate with position and rank.

(3) Upon relief or release for cause.
f. Wear Policy. As prescribed in AR 670–1 (reference 4a(2) above).

(1) Change paragraph 28–16e(1), Non–subdued, to read as follows: "All personnel will
w e a r  t h e  n o n – s u b d u e d  S S I  o f  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  l e f t  s l e e v e ,  1 /
2–inch below the top of the shoulder seam, on the coat of the Army green uniform. When
the Sapper, Ranger, Special Forces, or President’s Hundred tab is worn, the tab is placed
1/2 inch below the top of the shoulder seam. The SSI is worn 1/4 inch below special skill
or marksmanship tabs. If there is simultaneous wear of two tabs or more, the SSI remains
a t  1 / 4  i n c h  b e l o w  t h e  t a b s .  T a b s  t h a t  a r e  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  S S I ,  s u c h  a s  a i r b o r n e  o r
m o u n t a i n ,  a r e  w o r n  d i r e c t l y  a b o v e  t h e  S S I  w i t h  n o  s p a c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n s i g n i a  a n d  t a b .
P e r s o n n e l  w i l l  n o t  w e a r  n o n - s u b d u e d  S S I  o n  u n i f o r m s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  s p e c i f i e d  a b o v e
(See fig 28-134)."

( 2 )  C h a n g e  p a r a g r a p h  2 9 – 1 3 f ,  T a b s  i n d i c a t i n g  m a r k s m a n s h i p  o r  s p e c i a l  s k i l l ,  t o  r e a d
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a s  f o l l o w s :  " T h e  S a p p e r ,  R a n g e r ,  S p e c i a l  F o r c e s  a n d  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  H u n d r e d  t a b s  a r e  t h e
only tabs authorized for permanent wear. Tabs such as Airborne, Honor Guard, Mountain,
a n d  P e r s h i n g  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  w e a r  o n l y .  T h e s e  t a b s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a n
integral part of the shoulder sleeve insignia and soldiers are not authorized to wear them
w h e n  t h e y  a r e  r e a s s i g n e d  f r o m  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  p r e s c r i b e d  w e a r  o f  t h e  s h o u l d e r
sleeve insignia with tab."

( 3 )  C h a n g e  p a r a g r a p h  2 9 – 1 6 b ( 2 ) ( a ) ,  M a l e  p e r s o n n e l ,  t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s :
"Marksmanship badges are worn on the upper portion of the left breast pocket flap, or on
the lower portion of the pocket flap, if special skill badges are worn. Marksmanship badges
a n d  s p e c i a l  s k i l l  b a d g e s  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  w e a r  o n  t h e  p o c k e t  f l a p  o f  t h e  A r m y  g r e e n ,
blue, and white uniforms, as prescribed below, with the exception of the Sapper, Ranger,
and Special Forces tab metal replicas. When the Sapper, Ranger, or Special Forces metal
tab replicas are worn on the pocket flap of the blue or white dress uniforms, the replicas
are worn approximately 1/8 inch below the top of the pocket. When airborne background
t r i m m i n g  i s  w o r n  b e n e a t h  t h e  P a r a c h u t i s t  o r  A i r  A s s a u l t  b a d g e ,  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  c e n t e r  t h e
badge on the trimming and place it so that the space between the pocket flap seam and
the top of the background trimming is 1/8 inch."

(4) Change paragraph 29–17a(4), Group 4, to read as follows: "Glider badge (see fig
2 9 - 4 2  ) ;  P a r a c h u t i s t  b a d g e s  ( t h r e e  d e g r e e s )  ( s e e  f i g  2 9 - 4 3  ) ;  P a r a c h u t i s t  b a d g e s  w i t h
combat jump device (four degrees are shown atfig 29-44 ); Pathfinder badge (see fig 29-
45 ); Military Freefall Parachutist badges (two degrees) (see fig 29-46 ); Air Assault badge
( s e e  f i g  2 9 - 4 7  ) ;  S a p p e r ,  R a n g e r ,  a n d  S p e c i a l  F o r c e s  t a b  m e t a l  r e p l i c a s  ( s e e  f i g s  2 9 - 5 9
and 29-63 for Ranger and Special Forces tabs)."

(5) Add paragraph 29–17e(5): "Sapper tab."
( a )  D e s c r i p t i o n .  T h e  S a p p e r  t a b  i s  a  r e d  a r c  2  3 / 8  i n c h e s  l o n g ,  1 1 / 1 6  i n c h  w i d e ,

w i t h  a  1 / 8 – i n c h  r e d  b o r d e r  a n d  t h e  w o r d  " S A P P E R "  i n s c r i b e d  i n  w h i t e  l e t t e r s  5 / 1 6  i n c h
h i g h .  T h e  s u b d u e d  t a b  i s  i d e n t i c a l ,  e x c e p t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  i s  o l i v e  d r a b  a n d  t h e  w o r d
" S A P P E R "  i s  i n  b l a c k  l e t t e r s  f o r  t h e  B D U ,  a n d  k h a k i  w i t h  t h e  w o r d  " S A P P E R "  i n  s p i c e
brown letters for the Desert BDU.

( b )  H o w  w o r n .  T h e  f u l l – c o l o r  t a b  i s  w o r n  1 / 2  b e l o w  t h e  s h o u l d e r  s e a m  o n  t h e  l e f t
s l e e v e  o f  t h e  A r m y  g r e e n  c o a t .  T h e  s u b d u e d  t a b  i s  w o r n  1 / 2  i n c h  b e l o w  t h e  s h o u l d e r
seam on the left sleeve of utility uniforms, field jackets, and the desert BDU.

(c) By whom worn. All personnel who are authorized, in accordance with the criteria
provided in AR 600–8–22.

(d) Sapper tab metal replica. The Sapper tab metal replica is available in two sizes,
full and dress miniature. Soldiers authorized to wear the Sapper tab may wear the Sapper
tab metal replica as prescribed below. The full–size version is approximately 1–5/32 inches
wide and is worn only on the blue and white dress uniforms, and the AG shade 415 shirt.
The dress miniature version is 13/16 inch wide and is worn on the blue and white mess
and evening mess uniforms. When miniature medals are worn on the blue and white dress
uniforms, personnel may wear the dress miniature Sapper tab metal replica.

( 6 )  A d d  p a r a g r a p h  2 9 – 1 7 e ( 6 ) :  F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  w e a r  p o l i c y ,  t h e
S a p p e r ,  R a n g e r  a n d  S p e c i a l  F o r c e s  t a b  m e t a l  r e p l i c a s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  g r o u p  4  s p e c i a l
skill badges.

(7) Add paragraph 29–17e(7): As an option, Soldiers may wear the full-size and dress
m i n i a t u r e  S a p p e r ,  R a n g e r  a n d  S p e c i a l  F o r c e s  t a b  m e t a l  r e p l i c a s  o n  t h e  A G  s h a d e  4 1 5
shirt. If soldiers wear the dress miniature versions of the tabs, they cannot mix them with
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other sizes of combat and special skill badges on the shirts. When personnel wear metal
tab replicas on the pocket flap of the blue or white dress uniforms, or the AG shade 415
shirt, the tab is placed approximately 1/8 inch below the top of the pocket. If no badges
are worn from groups 1 to 3, personnel may wea the metal tab replica.

(8) Add paragraph 29–17e(8): Wear of three special skill tabs. Soldiers may wear the
full–color Sapper, Ranger, and Special Forces tabs together on Army uniforms and on—

(a) The Army green service uniform, the Special Forces tab is centered on the left
s h o u l d e r  s l e e v e ,  1 / 2  i n c h  f r o m  t h e  s h o u l d e r  s e a m ,  t h e  R a n g e r  t a b  i s  c e n t e r e d  1 / 8  i n c h
below the Special Forces tab, and the Sapper tab is centered 1/8 inch below the Ranger
tab. The current unit shoulder sleeve insignia is centered 1/4 inch below the Sapper tab.

( b )  T h e  u t i l i t y  u n i f o r m s  a n d  t h e  c o l d  w e a t h e r  j a c k e t s ,  p e r s o n n e l  w e a r  t h e  s u b d u e d
tabs in the same positions as on the Army green service uniform.

( c )  T h e  A r m y  b l u e  a n d  w h i t e  u n i f o r m s ,  a n d  o n  t h e  A G  s h a d e  4 1 5  s h i r t ,  p e r s o n n e l
w e a r  t h e  f u l l - s i z e  m e t a l  t a b  r e p l i c a s  o n  t h e  p o c k e t  f l a p ,  1 / 8  i n c h  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e
pocket, with approximately 1/2 inch between the tabs. If no badges are worn from groups
1 to 3, personnel may wear the metal tab replicas above the ribbons.

( 9 )  A d d  p a r a g r a p h  2 9 – 1 7 e ( 9 ) :  A d d i t i o n  w e a r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  S e e  p a r a g r a p h
29–17c(3)(b) for a description of how to wear the dress miniature metal Sapper, Ranger,
and Special Forces tab replicas together on the Army blue and white mess and evening
mess uniforms.

Distribution:
T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  e l e c t r o n i c  m e d i a  o n l y  a n d  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
addresses.

HQDA (SAUS)
HQDA (DACS-ZB)
HQDA (SAAL-ZA)
HQDA (SACW)
HQDA (SAFM-ZA)
HQDA (SAIE)
HQDA (SAMR-ZA)
HQDA (SAGC)
HQDA (SAAA)
HQDA (SAIS-ZA)
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HQDA (SAIG-ZA)
HQDA (SAAG-ZA)
HQDA (SAUS-OR)
HQDA (SALL)
HQDA (SAPA-ZA)
HQDA (SADBU)
HQDA (SAMR-ARFPC)
HQDA (DACS-ZD)
HQDA (DAPE-ZA)
HQDA (DAMI-ZA)
HQDA (DAMO-ZA)
HQDA (DALO-ZA)
HQDA (DAPR-ZA)
HQDA (DAIM-ZA)
HQDA (DAEN-ZA)
HQDA (DASG-ZA)
HQDA (NGB-ZA)
HQDA (DAAR-ZA)
HQDA (DAJA-ZA)
HQDA (DACH-ZA)
HQDA (DACS-GOM)
HQDA (DACS-SM)

Commanders
U.S. Army Europe and Seventh Army
Eighth U.S. Army
U.S. Army Forces Command
U.S. Army Materiel Command
U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Army Special Operations Command
U.S. Army Pacific Command
U.S. Army Surface Deployment and Distribution Command
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command
U.S. Army Medical Command
U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command
U.S. Army Military District of Washington
U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command

Superintendent, U.S. Military Academy
Superintendent, U.S. Military Academy
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